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What we believe

The Shooters and Fishers Party will expand and improve access to all public lands and
waters in New South Wales to enable all citizens to enjoy their cultural outdoor, sporting
and recreation activities.

The Shoters and Fishers Party strongly supports regional communities and regional
economies.

One of the best ways to grow regional communities in NSW is through recreational tourism
Vast areas of public land in this State are blocked to access by the puokss needs to
be opened for people to visit these natural places and contribute to regional economies.

We support horse riding opportunities in all natural areas, regardless of land tenure.

The Shooters and Fishers Pattgs a proud history of suppang recreational fishing and
hunting in regional NSW. We will continue to fight for sustainable recreational hunting and
fishing opportunities throughout the State.

The Shooters and Fishers Pasypports responsible four wheel driving (4WD) and- off

road motorcycle opportunities and supports responsible-Rdéfad groups' access to this
State's great outdoorsand their contribution to maintaining tracks in natural areas.

Shooters and Fishers Party

February 2011

Cover: Recreational accessablic land in NSW is too often denied by public land managers.

For further information about any aspect of this Position Statement write to the Shooters and Fishers Party
PO Box 376 Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 or contact us by email via the wehsitevww.shootersandfishers.org.au/



http://www.shootersandfishers.org.au/
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ACTIONPLAN
The Shooters and Fishers Party commits to:

(a) Supporting Recreational Fishing

Recreational fishing, with an estimated 1 million recreational fishersSWNs one of the most popular
outdoor recreational pursuits in this State, and provides both economic and social Public benefits.

1 We will encourage the new Government to immediately legislate to create a Statutory Authority for
recreationd fishers.

1 We will aim to have the Government establish a single authority responsible for management of
fisheries and marine parks. Merging Fisheries NSW and Marine Parks as one AgfRistigries
NSW, to eliminate conflict and improve customer service for recreatifishers in this state.

1 We will strive to open Marine Parks to sustainable recreational fishing, using evidence based
management programs.

1 We will pursue ongoing Government funding of recreational fishing advizmies

1 We will work to improve rereational fishing opportunities, through the implementation of
sustainable utilisation programs, such as caacldg-release, and breednd-release programs for
Native Fish Species.

1 We recognise the impact that invasive species like European Carp have imtand native
fisheries and we commit to implementing a carp bbghing program through Game Council NSW
to help reduce the impact of this pest on our native fish species.

1 We will ensure the important work done by the Gaden and Ebor trout hatchezx@sves orgoing
funding so that they can continue to provide trout fishing opportunities in NSW.

1 Recreational fishing can at times be associated with risk to personal safety. We will establish on
going funding of community fishing safety education pesgs and expansion of the 'Angel Rings'
placement program at key areas along the NSW coastline.

1 We will ensure that Government maintains proper public access to all inland and estuarine waters
for the benefit of recreational fishers.

1 We know it is impdant to have safe, good quality boating facilities. Thathy will advocate for
more and improvedoat ramp facilitiesacross NSW.
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(b) Improving Recreational Hunting

The Shooters and Fishers Pattgs a strong record in supporting a balanced argpoasible approach to
hunting in New South Wales.

Early in the new parliamentary term we willirgroduce our Private Member's Billhe Game and Feral
Animal Amendment BillThe effect of this legislation will be to;

T
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Increase the amount of public larclared for hunting to help control invasive species
impacts, and fully utilise Volunteer Conservation Hunters to assist in the control of pest
animals on private and public land in NSW.

Transfer management responsibility for the NSW Game Birdagament Program from
National Parks and Wildlife Service to Game Council. N8W initiative will reinstate
sustainable Game Bird management in NSW, based on sound scientific information and
adaptive management principles.

Support the Game Couh®SW in providing new opportunities, and giving hunters a clear
interface with Government, for example in wetland rehabilitation and other habitat
conservation projects.

We will move a Bill for the abolition énimal Welfare Advisory CounddWAQ.

Work with the Government to duplicate the cemt Environment Trust programnwith a
program specifically tailored to sustainable utilisation projects, under the management of
the Game Council NSW.

Support and promote hunting tourism industries, irdilog Private Game Reserves.

The Shooters and Fishers Pagigo has a strong track record in supporting the development and
expansion of Shooting Ranges, which in addition to providing training facilities for shooting sports, also
provide valuable faciliés for hunters to develop their skillSpecifically we will

T

Ensure that funding for shooting sports is maintained, through the continuation and
expansion of the current successful MACOSC grant program for range development and
improvement.

Advise tle new Government oa program to construct at least three new major Regional
Shooting Complexes in NSW, to better provide convenient access to ranges for the 180,000
licensed shooters in NSW.

Work with the Federal Government, and the NSW State Governioaesolve the

retention or replacement of the Anzac Range at Malabar in Sydney.
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(c) Partnering with Four Wheel Driving

The Shooters and Fishers Party recognises that many of its shooting and fishing constituents are also
owners of four wheel dvie and other offroad vehicles, such as trail bikes.

1  We will work with Four Wheel Drive NSW and ACT Inc. to secure &oqrgdic and private lands
for responsible 4WD and AWD touring.

1 Similarly, we will support the Motor Cycle Council of NSW andiiiatives for responsible and safe
on-road and offroad motor cycle use.

1 We commit to assist ongoing discussions with relevant stakeholders on proposed changes to the
regulations regarding vehicle suspension modifications. We will oppose any Goverlegistztion
to ban the installdon of front-protection bars (bull bars etc.

1 We will seek funding for Clubs and Associations, to support regular bushupedays and for track
maintenance.

(d) Other Recreational Groups

1 We will meet with organis@&ns representing other outdoor recreational user groups including
Horse riders, Mountain bike riders, climbers and Bushwalkers to discuss their concerns and
expectations from Government.
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Fair Recreational Access

New South Wales has ov@20 national parks and reserves occupying more than 6.7 million hectares or
nearly 8.5% of all land in NSW and 345,000 hectares of marine parks covering approximately 34% of NS\
waters.

When the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1967 was passed it egtatithat national parks were not to

be "no go" areas but were to be developed to encourage people to visit. National parks were to conserve
natural areas but also to enable human enjoyment and recreation, to promote mental and physical health
and to enkance peoplés understanding of that environmeht

To appease the Green movement there has been an almost desperate drive by the NSW Labor governme
to lock away public land and think about the implications fat&fowis later!

The Greens and theiupporters many of whom achieve ongoing government fundingve taken good
intentions to an extreme where the purpose of legislation is being distorted and major destruction has
resulted. Originally founded on concern for the environment they have nowrbecsocial engineers'
intent on controlling people's lives. They are strong on what they oppose, but care little for therlow
implications or consequences associated with pursuing narrow*aims

Regrettably, since 1995 vast areas of NSW national paudkseserves have increasingly been made off
limits to many popular recreational and sporting activitidsany of the areas gazetted into national parks
have better prospect for conservation if returned to wider udgational parks should be returned to
controlled, mixeduse active management that allemative forestry, grazing and broad recreational use.

To help understand the Shooters and Fishers Party's Action Plan on Fair Recreational Access the key
elements are summarised below.

Sport and Adwve Tourism  Active recreation and sportsre the foundation stone of a healthy society

Sustainable naturdased tourism is one of the fastest growing sectors in the
Australian tourism market and New South Wales is well placed to share in
this growtt'.

The Shooters and Fishers Party will continue to work on expanding active
recreational tourism in NSW.
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Tourism Active Sport and Recreation must be enshrined in Tourism NSW and National
Parks and Wildlife Service policy devetamt.

We will work to expand sustainable, natdoased, recreational and spofts
based tourism development throughout regional NSW, not just close to the
major population centres along the coast. We will review the current
nonsenstal prohibiton on carriage oflogs, under control, in National

Parks.

Recreation Infrastructure The Shooters and Fishers Party calls for greater investment in infrastructure
Development development including: jetties and boat ramps, Fish Aggregating Devices
(FAD's), artificialeefs, shooting facilities as well bsts in the high country
and onthe Australian BCentennial National Trail.

Hunting and Shooting Hunting and shooting are very popular participatory sports in NSkiey
develop dsciplineand self relianceand promote family oriented physical
activity.

The Shooters and Fishers Party will expand access for hunting on all public
land and expansion of shooting range facilities.

Firearms safety, as well as huntjmgll be proposed as electives to all public
schools in NSW. Target shooting should be available asappreved school
sport in allseniorPulic schools in NSW, not restricted to Private schools.

Fishing Recreationafishingis one of, if nothe largest paticipatory recreational
activities in N®/. Fishing develops disciplinaed self relianceand promotes
family oriented physical activity.

Recreational fishers make an enormous contribution to regional economies.
Expenditure by Sydney fishers adoon day trips andvernight trips to
coastal NSW has been estimated at $13#ilion.
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Four Wheel Drive and
Off-Road Vehicles

Horse Riding

Boating

Bushwalkers

Access by responsible 4WD andf&d vehicle owners is a benefit to the
community and the environment. Paipation in track maintenance,

rubbish removal(‘Clean up Australia’, recovery of abandoned veh)chesi
support to search and rescue operations are just a few of the activities that
responsible 4WD and other eftad vehicle owners contribute.

The Shooters and Fishers Party will support expansion of responsible access
to public land in NSW by 4WD and-ofd vehicle users.

Access to natural areas by responsible horse riders is a benefit to the
community and the environent. Similar to other outdoor activities it
promotes personal responsibility and interest in, and care for, that
environment, and has great potential for expansion in tourism. Participation
in supporting search and rescue operations in régmareas is just one of the
activities that responsible horse riders provide.

The Shooters and Fishers Party will support expansion of responsible access
to public land in NSW by horse riders.

With over 490,000 recreational boatdéince holders in NSW and over
226,000recreational vessel registrations in 2006° the boating industry is a
very important contributor to economic prosperity in NSW.

Responsible recreational access to coastal and inland waterways isdianef
to the community and we support expansion of responsible boating access to
all public waters in NSW including impoundments.

Werecognise Bushwalking as a healthy outdoor activity that can be
enjoyed by just about everyone

We will seek expansion of Government support of the Scouting and
Guide movements in NSW so that more young people are encouraged to
participate and enjoy exciting adventulmse activities such asamping,
abseiling, caving, horseback ridinighing, shooting, rock climbing and diving
in our natural areas.
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Surfing, Swimming & The Shooters and Fishers Padygognises that these activities are
Surf Life Saving quintessentially Australian and should be encouraged at every opportunity.

We kelieve swimming and water safety classes should be included in

compulsory school curricul@ublic acces® beachesshould be protected
by legislation.

What thismeans for you

TheShooters and Fishers Parsgpports open access to public landnd waters to participate in, and
enjoy the many great recreational pursuits that are possible in NSW.

Over the next four years we will work tirelessly to provide better recreational access to public lands and
increasing Government support for activecreational activities and sports in NSW.
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