
                     

1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Position Statement and Action Plan on: 

Natural Resources 

 



                     

2 

 

 

What we believe 
 
The Shooters and Fishers Party will continue to work to expand the agriculture, forestry 
and mining industries in NSW. 
 

The Shooters and Fishers Party strongly supports appropriate and sustainable utilisation 
of all Natural Resources. 
 
The intelligent way to do this is not by 'locking them away' and restricting their use but to 
actively manage natural resources to achieve a balance of economic, social and 
environmental benefits for all people of NSW. 
 
For example, the ecological history of River Red Gum forests in south-western NSW and 
temperate eucalypt forests shows that human activity including watering, thinning, 
firewood collection, grazing and burning actually aid forest restoration whereas non-
intervention may allow continuing degradation1,2.   We believe it makes sense that these 
activities should be actively encouraged, not actively discouraged.   
 
Similarly, extractive mining industries are often the victim of negative publicity and smear 
campaigns by climate change alarmists, extreme greens and some so-called "conservation" 
groups.  The truth is that modern mining projects undergo rigorous environmental scrutiny 
before approval and remediation works are required practice at mine sites.   
 
Notwithstanding the above, mining exploration and extraction must never be allowed to 
permanently effect prime agricultural land or water systems - either surface or 
subterranean. 
 
Shooters and Fishers Party  
February 2011 
 
 
 
 
Cover:  Protest rally supporting property rights campaigner Peter Spencer outside Parliament House, 15 March 2010.  

 
For further information about any aspect of this Position Statement write to the Shooters and Fishers Party  
PO Box 376 Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 or contact us by email via the website: http://www.shootersandfishers.org.au/ 

http://www.shootersandfishers.org.au/


                     

3 

 

  
ACTION PLAN 
The Shooters and Fishers Party commits to: 
 
¶ Ensure that decisions taken by natural resource managers give balanced consideration to 

economic, social and environmental issues. 
 

¶ Seek the implementation of the NSW Parliamentary Committee report recommendation that the 
Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water review the goals, objectives and priorities 
for biodiversity conservation, and identify a new approach to biodiversity management. 
 

¶ Require public land managers in NSW to prepare and implement active hazard reduction and 
management plans that include thinning, firewood collection, grazing and burning (minimum of 
10% per annum) to aid restoration of native forest health and mitigate risk of future uncontrolled 
wild fires. 

 

¶ Amend current National Parks and Wildlife legislation to enable kangaroos culled by farmers or 
volunteer conservation hunters (in the non commercial zones) to be lawfully utilised rather than 
wasting this valuable natural resource by leaving them on the ground to rot as current law requires. 
 

¶ Introducing education and training programs in all government natural resource agencies to ensure 
staff understand how modern Agriculture, Forestry and Mining industries can directly and indirectly 
contribute to enhancing and rehabilitating the environment, while at the same time providing a 
powerful contribution to economic and social wellbeing.   

 These programs would be prepared and delivered by representatives of relevant industry 
 organisations such as the Minerals Council of NSW Ltd, the NSW Farmers Association and the NSW 
 Forestry Products Association etc.   
 

¶  Provide support for educating the community that natural resource utilisation and biodiversity 
conservation are not incompatible, but can be mutually supportive. We will seek to require 
government agencies, natural resource managers, community groups and society at large to change 
incorrectly held notions and make innovative, challenging and sometimes unfamiliar decisions to 
achieve enhanced biodiversity and security from disasters. 
 

¶ Work with Treasury to allocate a proportion of royalties collected by the State from mining, 
industries to compensate rural and regional economies which bear a large portion of the cost of 
providing infrastructure to support major mineral projects. 

 

¶ We will introduce legislation to amend the Land Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) 
Amendment Bill 2009 to reflect the Land Compensation Act 1973 from the United Kingdom which 
already provides benefits and protection for property owners. 
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Natural Resources 
 

The Natural Resources of NSW are for the benefit of everyone in the State.   Natural Resources can provide 
economic prosperity, employment security and recreational opportunity.  Natural resources should be 
developed with sensitivity to ensure their long-term sustainability.  To help understand the Shooters and 
Fishers Party's Action Plan on Natural Resources the key elements are summarised below.  

 
Murray Darling Basin  Currently, agricultural use of water only occurs after environmental flows 
    have been provided.  If there is no water available then irrespective of  
    entitlement and payment for irrigation water, no allocation is given.  

 
Where no allocation is made then no charges should be levied ς other than 
infrastructure maintenance costs. 
 
While we recognise that the Murray Darling Basin must be managed 
ƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 
and town supplies. 
 
To this end, we will work to implement a withdrawal of NSW from the 
Intergovernmental Agreement on a National Water Initiative until such time 
as a Murray-Darling Basin Plan is developed and agreed. 

 
 
Water Supply Too little emphasis is placed on storage or diversion of flood waters for 

future use. To this end the Shooters and Fishers Party will encourage the 
NSW Government to immediately implement a state wide water security 
plan. This plan must address issues such as flood mitigation, new dams, cloud 
seeding, and better management of flows particularly in the Northern Rivers; 
and additional storage for inland use.   

 
Property Rights  Property owners should be entitled to fair compensation from the State if 
    their land is acquired, or the land use alienated, by either the State or the 
    Commonwealth.  Fair compensation should be as defined under the  
    Australian Constitution. 
 
    Another anomaly is the propensity for Governments to compulsorily acquire 
    properties and then on sell the land to developers at a higher price. We  
    ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ άǳǇ ȊƻƴŜŘέ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊ 
    is entitled to share in that higher profit. 
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    The national interest would be best served if the Commonwealth upheld the 
    ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛŘ property owners for the benefits that have 
    been taken from them. 

 

Fishing ς Recreational  Fisheries management in NSW is considered to be among the world's best   
and Professional  practice.   Management of all NSW marine biodiversity should be brought 
    together with Fisheries within a single Government Authority, Fisheries NSW.  

Allocation of the fish resource should be equitably shared between the 
commercial and recreational sectors, with the over-riding goal of 
sustainability and rehabilitation of the resource. 
 
Recreational fishing is an important cultural and economic activity, that 
should managed over the whole of coastal and inland NSW regardless of land  
or sea tenure. Management should actively seek to maximise sustainable use 
for economic and social benefits to NSW. 
 
 

Rural Development  There has been a trend towards decline in rural and regional Australia with a 
    net population shift to the major cities and coastal areas. 

 
When rural and regional economies lose production, people have to leave. 
Businesses and services (hospitals, schools, public transport, banking and 
utilities etc.) consequently decline.  
 
This decline needs to be addressed and reversed through a concerted policy 
of increased rural and regional development, by further decentralisation of 
Government services and encouragement of industry development in 
regions. 
 

 

Coal & Mineral Resources  Renewable energy sources will be unable to replace coal and gas-fired power  
    generation plants in the near term. 

 
Rural and regional economies bear a large portion of the cost of providing 
infrastructure to support major mineral projects.  Accordingly, a proportion 
of royalties collected by the State should be applied directly to the affected 
regional areas.  
 
Exploration and development of coal and mineral resources is to be 
encouraged and facilitated in NSW. 
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Rural Land Use  Balancing both the complementary and competitive modes of land use in  
    rural and regional areas is an ongoing process.  We will work to protect both 
    our food security and other uses of natural resources.  

 
 

Forest Industries Sustainable forestry harvesting should be reintroduced to all state forests, 
National Parks and state reserves  in NSW, without politically motivated 
intervention and interference of the NPWS and other unrelated government 
departments. Selective forest harvesting maybe appropriate in certain state 
reserves not previously managed in this way. 

 
NSW has had an enviable history of sustainable forestry. Sustainable forestry 
practices take into account protection of forest biodiversity while providing a 
valuable renewable resource across a broad range of downstream industries, 
and uplifting opportunities for recreation in these natural environments. 
 
In many cases, the use of renewable timber products has a far lower carbon 
footprint than alternative materials e.g. timber versus concrete railway 
sleepers.  
 
Since 1995 NSW has lost approximately 3.5 million acres of sustainably 
productive State Forests to the creation of National Parks and many rural 
communities have suffered as a result.  
 
Forestry is not incompatible with conservation and many areas now locked 
up for so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ in terms of biodiversity and 
more certain maintenance of these natural areas from the reintroduction of 
active management including selective sustainable harvesting. 
 
Forests NSW must be corporatised to achieve transparent performance both 
financially and ecologically and be properly assessed in parliament. 
 
 

Power    Cheap, coal-fired power generation is the reason NSW can attract   
    industry in a competitive global market.  

 
We support the ongoing development and maintenance of a centralised coal-
fired power industry in NSW.  
 
We support a review of the introduction of nuclear power as a possible 
future source of clean power. 
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What this means for you 
 

The Shooters and Fishers Party commits to pursuing a balance between sustainable utilisation of natural 
resources and safeguarding the environment. 
 
Forestry, mining, agriculture and other primary industries are essential to economic recovery and 
prosperity in this state.  We will encourage and facilitate their future expansion and development.  
 
The Shooters and Fishers Party will work to ensure that government agencies responsible for management 
and conservation of biodiversity receive education and training to enable staff to better understand  
modern Forestry and Mining industry practices.   
 
We commit to supporting education programs to show how innovative practices to offset and rehabilitate 
the impacts of mining and forestry activities on native flora and fauna are now available. They can provide 
substantial improvements in the ecological values of project areas in the medium to long-term3.   
 
Natural resource utilisation and biodiversity conservation are not incompatible. The economic returns from 
utilisation can be a contributor to improved and rehabilitated biodiversity. This will require government 
agencies, natural resource managers, community groups and society at large to change incorrectly held 
notions and make innovative, challenging and sometimes unfamiliar decisions.  
 
Over the next Parliamentary term we will work tirelessly to ensure that Forestry, Mining and Agricultural 
industries continue to be favoured and developed in NSW. 
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