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What we believe

The Shooters and Fishers Party strongly supports safeguarding our natural environment.

The best way to do this is not by 'locking it away' and restricting access in a forlorn hope of
preserving it, but to actively managethe landscape to conserve and enhance biodiversity.

Communities are an essential element in this conservation paradigm, with out their active

support and involvement all conservation efforts will fail.

We recognise the ongoing degradation of our natural environment and that current
management is not working. We support the findings of the NSW Parliamentary
Committee report’ which recommended review of the current goals, objectives and
priorities for biodiversity conservation, and to identify a new approach to biodiversity
management.

Consistent with the above the Shooters and Fishers Party will pursue the urgent adoption
of new management approaches based on adaptive management and sustainability
principles to improve biodiversity conservation in NSW.
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Cover: Controlled burning reduces fuel loads and improves the health of native forests

For further information about any aspect of this Position Statement write to the Shooters and Fishers Party
PO Box 376 Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 or contact us by email via the website: http://www.shootersandfishers.org.au/
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ACTION PLAN
The Shooters and Fishers Party commits to:

T

Ensure that decisions taken by natural resource managers give balancedconsideration to
environmental, social and economic issues.

Ensure consideration of all goals of the United Nations' Convention on Biological DiversityZ:

- the conservation of biodiversity,

- sustainable usef the components of biodiversity, and

- sharingthe benefits arising from util&ion of genetic resources in a fair and equitable way
in all biodiversity conservation decisions made by NSW government agencies.

Re-introduce the Game and Feral Animal Amendment Bill in the new Parliament and vigorously
pursuing introduction of Volunteer Conservation Hunting to control vertebrate pests on all NSW
public lands.

Initiate a review of the application of the Precautionary Principle in biodiversity conservation
decisions and develop clear, evidence-based criteria for invoking the Precautionary Principle.

Work to rationalise the Marine Parks Authority and Fisheries NSW into a single government agency
responsible for marine biodiversity in NSW, reporting to the Minister responsible for Fisheries.

Legislate to place a moratorium on the creation of further marine parks in NSW or expansion of
existing marine parks until the next 5 year research plan is completed.

We will introduce legislation to ensure that the use of dogs in the hunting of feral pigs cannot be
banned by any provisions in the Rural Lands Protection Act 1998 or the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animal Act 1979.
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Safeguarding the Environment

The Environment is fundamental to everyone in NSW. The natural environment faces many threats and
requires active adaptive management to achieve sustainability. To help understand the Shooters and
Fishers Party's Action Plan on Safeguarding the Environment, the key elements are summarised below.

Biodiversity Conservation

Bushfire Risk Management

Introduced Species

Biodiversity conservation must be maintained along with social and
economic activity. The two are not mutually exclusive.

Biodiversity in NSW is continuing to be lost® and reversing the ongoing
loss of biodiversity requires radical change to current approaches
including active involvement of the community.

New and effective approaches to biodiversity conservation are
essential and need to be implemented urgentlyl.

Active 'adaptive management' must replace the passive 'lock-it-up-
and-leave-it' approach of the past.

Recent catastrophic events both here and overseas tell us that we
must change bushfire risk management to protect biodiversity3. High
intensity wild-fires destroy biodiversity over vast areas and for long
periods®”.

We believe active intervention to reduce fuel loads can be
accomplished by an integrated approach using all available methods.
For example, prescribed hazard reduction burns (minimum 10% per
annum), controlled grazing, thinning and timber harvesting®.

Re-instatement and maintenance of fire trails on all public lands is an
essential part of this intervention.

Best practice pest animal management involves managing the actual,
rather than perceived impacts and focussing on those impacts rather
than on the pests themselves’.

We recognise that some introduced species are a valued resource -
sheep, cattle and pigs sustain our food security. Wild deer, trout and
others are important game species that provide recreational
opportunities, and are an economic resource for rural NSW.
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Marine Parks

National Parks

Wilderness

Forests

Creation or expansion of Marine Parks must be on the basis of an
established need.

We believe no new marine parks or expansion of existing marine
parks should occur until the next 5 year research plan is completeds.

Our plan calls for the absorption of the Marine Parks Authority into
Fisheries NSW as the single agency to provide uniform, sustainable
management of NSW marine ecosystems.

It is apparent that the original goal of the National Parks and Wildlife
Act 1967 to encourage visitation has failed.

National Parks as originally envisaged, should be sustainably managed
for multiple use activity i.e. conservation and recreation and be made
accessible to all.

Biodiversity conservation in NSW requires a Comprehensive,
Adequate and Representative (CAR) reserve system. We believe the
focus should be on improving the active managemendf National
Parks®.

National Parks should only be established following a thorough land
assessment, as is required for all other Crown land allocations in NSW
according to the Crown Lands Act 1989 and after assessing the impact
on contiguous landholders.

Wilderness provides important conservation functions but this should
not exclude low-impact recreation (fishing, hunting, bushwalking
etc.).

Wilderness would be more highly valued by society if access was not
deliberately discouraged and impeded by the National Parks and
Wildlife Service (NPWS).

Forests are an important multi-use, sustainable resource which should
be maintained and actively managed.

Under a new paradigm, all forests, including those in national parks,
would be managed by a single, state-based, natural resources agency.

5
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Vertebrate Native Species

Invasive Native Species

Water

New South Wales has a long history of responsible and balanced
management of forests. However more recently Governments

have made poor policy decisions that profoundly affect the ability of
forests to be actively managedw. This has had huge negative impacts
on regional economies, recreational forest users and forest health.

We support vigorous and healthy forests in NSW with a return to
'active management' and sustainable utilisation of forest resources
throughout this state.

Native species management decisions must be evidence based.

The sustainable management of native species will be dependent on
the desired outcomes for that species.

'Sustainable utilisation' of native species is an internationally
recognised conservation management tool*! and should form the
basis for management and assessment of outcomes.

Management must be cost and time effective, and timely.

Woody weeds, although native species, need to be managed to
maintain biological diversity.

We will pursue a review and amendment of the Native Vegetation Act
2003 to facilitate the active management across all land tenures of
Invasive Native Species (woody weeds).

Environmental water flows should not be set without consideration of
the impacts on regional communities and fish stocks.

Environmental water flows must be designed and correctly managed
to maintain riverine and riparian biodiversity.

Recent management decisions have been less than competent. For
example, fish kills in the Wakool river system as a result of
inappropriate water release.

Another example of bureaucratic malfeasance is the rostered release
of environmental water flows in the middle of the largest recent flood
disaster in southern NSW during late 2010%.
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Wetlands

Coastal Management

Estuaries

More vision and initiative is needed. Including more use of storage,
treatment reticulation and cloud seeding.

Wetlands are an important natural resource and should be managed
for sustainable multiple use.

We need to recognise wetlands are either ephemeral or permanent,
whether natural or man-made. Management therefore should reflect
the specific needs of each wetland.

For example, an ephemeral wetland could benefit from
environmental flows that would allow for a succession of positive
environmental, agricultural and recreational outcomes.

The vast majority of development will continue to take place along
the NSW coastline. Therefore our coastline requires very careful and
active management.

In order to protect this sensitive environment, and at the same time
recognise increasing population pressures, coastal management
requires more rigorous and integrated planning processes.

The Shooters and Fishers Party recognises that coastal integrity
should be maintained while maintaining access and property values.

Prioritising of stabilisation and property protection is paramount.

Estuaries are a critical habitat for maintaining biodiversity. The health
of estuaries must be better managed.

By nature, estuaries are subject to heavy human intervention,
including residential development, industrial development, primary
industry and recreational use.

Estuaries need to managed as multi-use environments in a manner
that ensures the health of estuaries. Like coastal environment, this
can only occur by a unitary management approach across all agencies.
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What this means for you

The Shooters and Fishers Party commits to pursuing a balance between safeguarding the environment
and sustainable utilisation of natural resources.

Forestry, mining, agriculture and other primary industries are essential to economic prosperity in this state
and should be encouraged and facilitated.

The Shooters and Fishers Party will work to ensure that all government agencies responsible for
management of natural resources receive training to enable staff and managers to understand and
embrace our new approach to biodiversity and environment management.

This will require government agencies, natural resource managers, community groups and society at large
to change and make innovative, challenging and sometimes unfamiliar decisions.

The starting point for implementing the necessary changes to biodiversity and environment management
in NSW are so fundamental that it is essential that all people recognise the importance and the
profoundness of the changes that are needed.

Over the next four year Parliamentary term we will work tirelessly to ensure that biodiversity and
environment management practices deployed on NSW public lands and waters are reviewed and
amended to improve outcomes in biodiversity conservation.
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